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3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a - | | (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I~l sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 

b. Q (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of ^(mdicate type and number of electromc carriers)) containing 
a sequence listing and/or table related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 
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m 


Box No. V 
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Box No. VI 
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Certain documents cited 
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Box No, I Basis of the report 

With iG^e-d to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed unless " 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 
j | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| J international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 553) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on {replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 
f~[ the description: 



1 



| [ the claims: 



Q j the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

j | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 

j ~] the claims, Nos. 

1 | the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

PI TO* re P ort *** been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

j j the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs } 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 1 
cit^sns and explanations supporting such statement ! 


1- Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims - 


YES 


Claims 1-21 




Inventive step (IS) Claims - 


YES i 


Claims 1-21 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1- 21 


YES 


Claims - 


NO 1 


2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




Dl- WO 2001/064960 Al (Technological Resources Pty Ltd), 7 September 2001 




D2- WO 2002/024963 Al (Technological Resources Pty Ltd), 28 March 2002 




D3- EP 1067201 A2 (Technological Resources Pty Ltd), 10 January 2001 




D4- US 5498277 A (Floyd et al.), 12 March 1996 




Noveltv (N) and Inventive Step (IS} claims 1-21. 




The claimed invention relates to the production of iron from its oxide by using, a direct reduction process using a 
top- submerged lancing reactor, with the off gases being post- combusted. The operation involves controlling the 
injecting of an oxygen containing gas of at least 40% v/v 0 2 through a lance such that in excess of 60% of the 
fuel/ reductant is combusted. Documents Dl- D3 all disclose such operations where the majority of the fuel/ 
reductant is combusted. Furthermore documents Dl and D2 also disclose a high level of post combustion as 
defined in claims 7 and 8. Consequently claims 1-21 are not novel and do not involve an inventive step | 


Industrial Applicability (IA) claims 1-21 




The industrial applicability of claimed invention is self-evident. 
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